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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Final Rejection for application no. 09/886,806 in response to the 
amendment filed on July 1 1 , 2005 where in claims 2-11,15,1 9, and 22-31 are 
presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Double Patenting 

Claim 5 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 
2. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that 
they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after 
allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed 
claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 4, 5, 11, 19, 24, and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over US Patent Application Publication 2002/0015226. 
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[claims 24 and 19] 

As shown in Figure 1 , Rottcher teaches a mirror (20) containing a display (26) 
where in the mirror has a reflective and transmissive properties (Paragraph [0021]). 
Rottcher further teaches the use of a touch screen in order to call up various functions 
and program procedures (Paragraph [0007]). The touch screen controls a computer, 
video recorder, dvd-player, cd-player or the like using a control unit (32, Fig. 
2)(Paragraphs [0007], [0009]-[0010], and [0021]). Rottcher teaches the mounting of the 
mirror on the wall using the rearward limb portions 15 of the frame profile members 14 
(Paragraph [0019] and [0020]). Rottcher further teaches the mirror can also be 
integrated into items of furniture, bars, and counters (Paragraph [0025]). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that when the 
mirror of Rottcher is laid horizontally to be integrated into a counter the rearward limb 
portions 15 is the base of the mirror, 
[claims 2, 4, and 5] 

As shown above for the rejection of claim 24, Rottcher teaches the use of a video 
recorder, dvd-player, cd-player or the like (Paragraphs [0007], [0009]-[001 0], and 
[0021]). 
[claim 11] 

Rottcher further teaches the use of an audio component (38, Fig. 2) (Paragraph 
[0008]). 
[claims 25-27] 
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As shown above Rottcher teaches the use of pre-recorded video (Paragraph 
[0009]). Rottcher further teaches the use of the mirror for advertising (Paragraphs 
[0002]-[0003]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use the vcr or dvd-player of Rottcher to play an infomercial as this is 
a well known video advertising means (Official Notice). 

Claims 3, 10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rottcher as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of US Patent 5,940,120 
to Frankhouse et al. and US Patent Application Publication 2001/0031081 to Quan et al. 
[claim 3] 

As shown above Rottcher teaches the use of a mirror with a display which can be 
connected to a computer, video recorder or the likes (Paragraph [0009]). Rottcher does 
not teach the image source including a scanner. 

As shown in Figures 6 and 7, Frankhouse teaches a similar vanity console 
display system (120). The system contains a mirror (132), an image display (90), and a 
video image source (94). Where in the video image source is a camera. Frankhouse 
further teaches the use of a user controlled switch (76) for controlling the zooming of the 
video image source (94) (Col 5 Lines 1-58). As shown in Figure 10, Frankhouse 
teaches a control unit (76) connected to said video image source (94, Fig. 6) and 
configured to receive user input signals (Col 6 Lines 25-31). Frankhouse does not 
teach the use of a touch screen. 

Quan teaches the use of a touch screen for selecting the location to zoom on a 
display (Paragraphs [0012]-[0013] and [0037]). Quan further teaches the storage of an 
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image for later viewing (scanning) in order to see ones self with eyes closed or see 
ones face from the side (Paragraph [0039]-[0040]). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the switch (76) of 
Frankhouse with the touch screen of Quan in order to allow the user to select the 
location to zoom on the display. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to replace the display of Rottcher with the display of 
Frankhouse and Quan in order to allow a user to see themselves with their eyes closed 
or from the side, 
[claim 10] 

As shown in Figures 6 and 8, Frankhouse further teaches the use of an 
illumination device (160) mounted on the vanity console (Abstract, Col 5 Lines 18-22). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the illumination device of Frankhouse with the mirror of Rottcher in order to 
provide sufficient light as taught by Frankhouse. 
[claim 15] 

Frankhouse teaches the use of a zoom control (76) for altering the video image 
signal (Col 5 Lines Col 5 Lines 20-22, Col 6 Lines 25-31). Quan teaches the use of the 
zooming in order to enlarge or reduce an image. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the zoom control of 
Frankhouse with the mirror of Rottcher in order to provide a close up image of a users 
face as taught by Quan. 
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Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan as applied to claims 24 and 3 above, and further in 
view of US Patent 6,124,886 to Deline et al. 
[claims 6 and 7] 

As shown above, Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan teach the vanity console of 
claims 24 and 3. Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan do not teach the use of a printer. As 
shown in Figure 47, Deline teaches the use of a printer (509) comprised within the 
vanity system for printing receipts (Col 31 Lines 1-6). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the system of Rottcher, 
Frankhouse and Quan with the printer of Deline in order to print receipts. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to print 
images, as this is a known task for a printer (Official Notice). 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan as applied to claims 24 and 3 above, and further in 
view of US Patent Application 09/725,277 (US20020063855) to Williams, 
[claims 8 and 9] 

Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan teach the vanity console of claim 1 . Quan 
further teaches the image display is a laptop (Paragraph [0043], Fig. 3). Rottcher, 
Frankhouse and Quan do not teach the vanity console comprising a projector. As 
shown in Figures 7A and 7B, Williams teaches a portable projector means for use with a 
mobile computer or other devices which contain integral display screens in order to 
provide a viewable display which is larger then the physical form factor of the device 
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(Abstract, Paragraphs [0008] and [0030]). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the projector of Williams 
with the system of Rottcher, Frankhouse and Quan in order to provide an image larger 
then the physical form factor of the device as taught by Williams. 

Claims 22, 28, 29 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rottcher as applied to claim 24 above, and further in view of US 
Patent 6,560,027 to Meine. 
[claims 28 and 29] 

Rottcher teaches the display as shown above for claim 24. Rottcher further 
teaches the use of the mirror for advertising as required by claim 29. Rottcher does not 
teach the display is hidden from a user and the image is visible to the user through the 
mirror when the image display is actuated to transmit said image. Meine teaches a 
similar mirror display system as Rottcher as shown in Figure 1 (Col 1 Lines 31-63). 
Meine further teaches the display is visible only when activitated in order to provide a 
normal reflective mirror when not in use and provide information to the user when in use 
(Col 3 Line 57-Col 4 Line 12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the system of Rottcher with the displaying 
means of Meine in order to provide a normal mirror when the system is not in use. 
[claim 22] 

As shown above for the rejection of claim 24, Rottcher teaches the use of a video 
recorder, dvd-player, cd-player or the like (Paragraphs [0007], [0009]-[0010], and 
[0021]). 
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[claim 31] 

Rottcher teaches the use of a mirror for advertisements on a counter (Paragraph 
[0025]). Though, Rottcher is silent on the specific sales of cosmetics. It is well known 
in the art for a shopping mall to provide mirrors to view oneself wearing a product 
(clothing, jeweler, cosmetics, etc) before purchasing (Official Notice). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
advertising mirrors of Rottcher on a cosmetic counter in order to advertise merchandise 
in the store (Official Notice). 

Claims 23 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rottcher and Meine as applied to claim 28 above, and further in view of US Patent 
5,940,120 Frankhouse et al. and US Patent Application Publication 2001/0031081 to 
Quan et al. 
[claim 23] 

Frankhouse teaches the use of a zoom control (76) for altering the video image 
signal (Col 5 Lines Col 5 Lines 20-22, Col 6 Lines 25-31 ). Quan teaches the use of a 
pointing device in order to enlarge or reduce an image. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the zoom pointing 
device of Frankhouse and Quan with the mirror of Rottcher and Meine in order to 
provide a close up image of a users face as taught by Quan. 
[claim 30] 

Rottcher teaches the mirror is 140cm long and a height of 80 cm with the display 
being 30cm long and a height of 24 cm. Rottcher does not teach the display is between 
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one-half to one-quarter the size of the mirror. Frankhouse teaches the mirror is 7in high 
and 5.75in wide with a display with a 3 to 4 inch diagonal screen. Therefore both 
screen sizes are between one-half and one-quarter the size of the mirror. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
mirror and screen size of Frankhouse with the system of Rottcher as a design choice. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

US Patent 6,106,121 to Buckley et al. 

US Patent Pub. 2002/01 18218 to Voticky et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Erick Rekstad ^ 
Examiner r 
AU 2613 
(571)272-7338 
erick.rekstad@uspto.gov 




